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had   for  political  reasons  strongly  supported the
Pope  in   his  greatest  distress,   and their religion
was   certainly  no  less  faithful   than   that   of  the
Emperor.    It was  inevitable that, whichever side
Charles   took   in   the  coming*  religious  struggle,
would not for political  reasons commend  itself to
Francis, and vice versa; and everything depended
upon  the  weight  which   Henry  might   cast   into
one  scale  or  the  other.    His  national traditions
and   personal  inclination  would lead  him to side
with   Charles,  but  at the  crucial   moment,  when
the first grain had to be dropped into the balance,
he found   himself  bound  by   Wolsey's  policy  to
Francis,   and   at   issue   with the Emperor,  owing
to  the   relationship   of  the  latter   to   Katharine.
Wolsey felt,  in the letter quoted above,  that the
Pope's   shilly-shally,   in   order   not  to  offend  the
Emperor,  would drive the impatient King of Eng--
land to flout, and perhaps break with, the Papacy,
and events proved that the Cardinal was right in
his fears.    We shall see later how the rift widened,
but here the first fine crevice is visible.
Henry, prompted by Anne and his vanity,
intended to have Kis way at whatever cost.
Katharine could give him no son : he would marry
a woman who could do so, and one that he loved
far better than he ever loved his wife. In ordinary
circumstances there need have been no great diffi-
culty about the divorce, nor would there have
been in this case, but for the peculiar political
and religious situation of Europe at the time, and
but for Katharine's unbending rigidity of character.
She might have made her own terms if she
had consented to the conciliatory suggestions of